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UN Representatives Update
New Secretary-General! The UN General Assembly appointed Foreign Minister Ban Ki-moon of the Republic of Korea as the world body’s next Secretary-General, to succeed Kofi Annan when he steps down on 31 December.  Ki-moon, who will be the UN’s eighth chief and the second from Asia, pledged to carry out reforms, and build on Mr. Annan’s legacy saying, “My tenure will be marked by ceaseless efforts to build bridges and close divides. Leadership of harmony not division, by example not instruction, has served me well so far.” 

CONGO Committee on Migration This is a newly formed committee at the UN because of the real concern for the issues on migration around the world.  CLC is interested in pursuing this committee for several reasons: 
* its advocacy for the Millennium Development Goals, 
*  its link between development and peace,
*  its link between development and migration,
*  its treatment of migrants’ rights as a human rights issue. 

Nobel Peace Prize Winner is Muhammad Yunus who pioneers the theory that reducing poverty will boost world peace.  Bangladeshi economist Muhammad Yunus, the so-called "Banker to the Poor", and the Grameen Bank he founded three decades ago were the surprise winners of the award for pioneering a system of small-scale loans that has helped 6.6 million people escape the grind of poverty. "Peace is not just the absence of war but also the absence of reasons for having a war. The committee has been good at updating its concept of peace," said Sverre Lodgaard the director of the Norwegian Institute of International Affairs.
The General Debate of the 61st Session of the United Nations General Assembly concluded on Wednesday, September 27.  To find a summary of this debate, see the closing statement by the President of the Assembly, H.E. Sheikha Haya Rashed Al Khalifa, of Bahrain:

 www.un.org/ga/president/61
Resources for Students!
The UN website called CyberSchoolBus offers excellent resources on international issues and the UN in six different languages.  It is very useful for students and teachers.  www.un.org/Pubs/CyberSchoolBus/ 

Stories From Around the Globe
From Brazil.  Prayer requests for the Presidential election in Brazil on October 29th that citizens will make a good and conscientious choice.
From the Philippines. Prayer requests for the ongoing peace and development plans in the Philippines, especially with organizations such as “our brother Filipinos of the New People's Army.” 

From Europe.  Prayer requests for the European Constitution, that it implement compassion for the many migrants who want to live in Europe and a peaceful way to include those Islamic migrants asking for admission.
Working Group Update

National Contacts still needed!  Refer to Projects 131 on our website:  www.cvx-clc.net/pub.html. 
UN DPI Conference on September, 5 – 8, 2006:  Unfinished Business: Effective Partnerships For Human Security and Sustainable Development.  See next page for short summary and impressions of the conference.   

Resources on Water: 

· Global Ministries – Water For All! This is an organization that gathers input from religious organizations and raises awareness about water:
  www.globalministries.org/water
· Second UN World Water Development Report 

'Water, a Shared Responsibility' Published: Mar. 2006:
 www.unesco.org/water/wwap/wwdr2/table_contents.shtml 
· Resource for Water Issues at the UN 

www.un.org/esa/sustdev/sdissues/water/Interagency_activities.htm
Action!  Raise Consciousness!
* Distribute to your national community water facts and resource information found on the websites listed above. 
* Raise consciousness on water scarcity within your own national community.  Meet with your national ExCo and other national CLC members to heighten their awareness of water issues.  Do presentations at national assemblies, including sharing of water facts and stories.
* Please respond to the working group by January to let us know what action you have taken to raise awareness among CLC members and how they have responded. 
Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam!

The 59th Annual DPI/NGO Conference

United Nations, New York

6-8 September 2006
Summary 
Theme: Strengthening and forging effective partnerships between the UN, governments, businesses, and civil society—including the poor and vulnerable—which work for human security and sustainable development.  These collaborations accelerate progress towards the MDGs, making a real difference in the lives of people everywhere.

Secretary-General of the UN, Kofi A. Annan, addressed the assembly encouraging the work of the NGOs as they attend global conferences and UN meetings, but especially in what they do out in the world and on the ground.  A warm reception greeted Kofi Annan and his wife, especially as this is his last year as Secretary-General.

A dedicated Conference website is available at http://2006.undpingoconference.org or www.un.org/dpi/ngosection Also available are web casts of the plenary and roundtables sessions.

There were five plenary sessions, six roundtable sessions, and 30 workshops featuring civil society, UN, government, and private-sector representatives.  

The plenary sessions addressed the Millennium Development Goals; exercising accountability, transparency and good governance; achieving financial and ecological sustainability; and the role of the media and communications technology in achieving the MDGs. 

In attendance from our CLC NGO were:
Mars Custodio, Jose Lim, Leah Michaud, Marie Schimelfening, Sylvia Schmitt, Joan Woods, Ann Marie Brennan
Roundtable topics included: education, healthcare, human security, global partnerships for development, reducing/eradicating poverty and hunger, cultural diversity and conflict resolution.

Our Impressions

· Kofi Annan gave an important speech about the value of NGOs in the work of the UN.

· We do have power, at the grassroots level.

· The fundamental understanding of security has to be understood as human security—brought to a global consciousness

· Communication on the internet offers much potential.

· The MDG goals: updates by country and goal are given on-line.

· We have to have effective partnerships with government, business and civil society to reach these goals.

· We have a responsibility to hold our governments accountable. 

· Publish info on our work toward the MDGs.

· Poverty can be reduced dramatically if we have the political will.  STAND UP – Oct. 15-16

· We do live in a religious world….(Leah).

· “we are all sparks from the same divine flame.”

·  “our governments find the funds to finance wars but not to feed our children”

· “be the change you seek”  --Gandhi
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